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Join Us This Thursday at the Landmark Temple Theatre for 
Our Holiday Program 

 
Please join us this Thursday for a fun filled holiday program. There 
will be special entertainment for all ages, and a jolly visitor from 
"Up North!" Friends and family are welcome! 
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This Week's Helpers 

Thanks so much to the people who will be helping 
at this week's meeting:  
Invocator - Linn Larsen 
Greeter - Debbie Cato 
Badge Board - Malcolm Taylor, Joe Missel  
Singer - Doug Dillow 
Piano - Steve Smith 
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Drums - Chris Kimball 
Birthdays - Will be celebrated next week 
Fine Counters - Mel Zanjani, Bob Bruback 
Story Writer - John Morrison 
Photography - Jim Harris  
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Oct 06 Stan Kanarowski, Lakewood 
Oct 13 Stan Kanarowski, Lakewood 
Oct 20 David Snow, Bellevue 
Oct 31 Paul Hunter, Venice, Italy (Golden Princess) 
Nov 01 Paul Hunter, Corfu, Greece (Golden Princess) 
Nov 03 Stan Kanarowski, Lakewood 
Nov 06 Don Lloyd, Tacoma South 
Nov 08 Stan Kanarowski, Clover Park 
Nov 10 David Snow, Gig Harbor 
Nov 11 Paul Hunter, Naples, Italy (Golden Princess) 
Nov 13 David Snow, Tacoma South 
Nov 14 David Snow, Tacoma North 
Nov 17 Paul Hunter, Mykonos, Greece (Golden Princess) 
Nov 17 Stan Kanarowski, Lakewood 
Nov 21 Enid Harris, Sumner 
Nov 21 Jim Harris, Sumner 
Nov 21 Bill Matthaei, ??? 
Nov 21 Gerald Moczynski, Sumner 
Nov 21 Pete Taylor, Sumner 
Nov 27 Don Lloyd, Tacoma South 
Nov 28 Larry Treleven, Ketchum, ID 
Nov 29 David Snow, East Bremerton (morning) 
Nov 29 David Snow, PM Puyallup (afternoon) 
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PRESIDENT PETE'S PUKA 

INSPIRING. It's always inspiring to see fellow Rotarians involved 
in community activities and causes. This past Friday, Kristine and I 
attended the Festival of Trees, a fundraiser for Mary Bridge 
Children's Hospital New Parent and Family Housing Center. 
Kathleen and Rick Olson, Brien and Cathy Elvins, Cindy Niemi 
and Linda Kaye Briggs are those from amongst our ranks who 
were volunteering their time to help. Wandering around looking at 
the beautifully decorated trees, we ran into three other Rotarian 
couples who were there to support the cause. At the Emergency 
Food Network auction, the Greater Tacoma Community 
Foundation, and the Cascade Land Conservancy luncheon, 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Rotarians once again had high visibility. On Monday, I was invited 
to represent the club at a recognition ceremony December 5 at 
Wilson High School; on Saturday evening the 9th, Kristine and I 
will represent the club as the Stadium Historical District recognizes 
Rotary for its efforts at eradicating polio worldwide. Layne Alfonso
and I have been attending meetings relating to the opening of the 
second span of the Narrows Bridge and a potential Rotary role in 
the festivities; also, President-Elect Steve Smith and I are 
attending meetings preparatory to the return of the Tall Ships June 
30-July 4, 2008. Thank you fellow Rotarians for all the work you do 
which has earned such great acceptance of our club in the 
community! (Below is a picture of Kristine, me and Brien Elvins.  
Brien was there not only to contribute, but also to check out how 
their auction is run. They gross about $2 million). 
 
ROTARACT. This past Thursday night, Rotaract Co-Chairs Jim 
Henderson, Carol Duris and I joined six of our potential UPS 
Rotaractors washing and disinfecting used toys. These have been 
passed on to an organization which distributes them to less 
fortunate children. The Rotaractors have exams shortly and then 
go on a break so we anticipate the chartering ceremony will take 
place in February or March. Stay tuned! 
 
COURAGE CLASSIC. Most of you have heard about the Courage 
Classic, a bicycle tour each August is supported by all Pierce 
County Rotary clubs and which benefits the Child Abuse 
Intervention Center at Mary Bridge. Some of you have ridden in it; 
others have been to Cle Elum and greeted riders at their first 
overnight. We had a good presentation in July before the event but 
have been remiss in bringing you up to date on just how it went 
and in explaining the totality of Rotary's involvement. On 
December 21, Sara Long from MultiCare will resolve that problem 
with a brief luncheon presentation. Please attend; it's another of 
the great things we do and you need to know more about it! 
 
Pete 
 
President Pete 
 

 
That's Auction Co-Chair Brien Elvins (R) thanking Kristine Taylor for her raffle donation 
as President Pete looks on. (Photo courtesy of Kristin Zwiers Photography) 
 

 
Here's Rotaract Co-Chair Carol Duris helping to clean toys last Thursday night. They 
don't call it "hands-on" work for nothing! 
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Exchange Students 

Inbound 
Pavan Tapadia, India 

Sebastian Paul, Germany  
Norma "Julieta" Castillo Garza, Mexico 

Club Anniversaries 

Brandt Bede: 23 years on December 08  
Peter Comfort: 7 years on December 09  
Jim Henriot: 24 years on December 09  
Roger Lee: 18 years on December 08  
Mario Menconi:  11 years on December 07 
John Spencer:  13 years on December 09 
Kathi Willis: 8 years on December 03  
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Upcoming Meetings: Times and Places 

Next Three Meetings 
THURSDAY, December 14 - Landmark Temple Theatre, Senator 
Mike Carrell, Prison Reform 
THURSDAY, December 21 - Landmark Temple Theatre, Tim 
Farrell, Executive Director, Port of Tacoma 
THURSDAY, December 28 - No meeting due to holidays 
 
Committee and Other Meetings 
TUESDAY, December 05 - Internal Controls & Oversight 
Committee (ICOC) Meeting, Evergreen office, Noon. 
TUESDAY, December 12 - World Community Service Committee 
Meeting, Dr, Klein's condo at 404 North D Street, 7:30am. 
TUESDAY, December 12 - Community Service Grants Committee 
Meeting, Elks Club - #174, 1965 South Union Avenue, 7:30am. 
TUESDAY, December 12 - Classification Committee Meeting, 
Rotary Office, 11:45am. 
TUESDAY, December 12 - Program Committee Meeting, Tacoma 
Club, 12 noon. 
TUESDAY, December 12 - Auction Committee Meeting, Brien 
Elvin's home, 2420 Union Avenue, 6:00pm. 
THURSDAY, December 14 - Internal Communications Committee 
Meeting, Landmark, 11:00am. 
THURSDAY, December 14 - Public Relations Committee Meeting, 
Landmark, 11:00.  
THURSDAY, December 14 - Information Meeting, Rotary Office, 
3:30pm (please RSVP to Rotary office).  
WEDNESDAY, December 20 - Relationship Building Sub-
Committee Meeting, Farrelli's, 3518 6th Avenue, Tacoma, in the 
new Poole's Center, 5:00pm. 
THURSDAY, December 21 - Youth Exchange Committee 
Meeting, Landmark, 11:15am.  
THURSDAY, December 21  - Rotary International Foundation 
Committee Meeting, Landmark, 11:15am.  
 
NO meetings in December for the following:  
Attendance Committee 
Board Meeting 
Executive Committee Meeting  
Military Affairs Committee 
Preserve Planet Earth Committee 
Rotaract 
Tacoma Rotary Foundation Committee 



Outbound 
Jennifer Ready, Italy 

Sarah Steinman, Argentina 
Jena Carmack, Argentina 

Caitlin Dally, Finland 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Tacoma Rotary Foundation 

Jennifer Durham 
Larry Ghilarducci 

Lee Gingrich 
Michael Hansch 

Ottie Ladd 
Pete Taylor 
Steve Smith 

 

 
Other Changes in Meetings: 
Evening Holiday Program for December 7 has been changed to 
our regular meeting time: Noon to 1:30pm. 
No Regular Rotary Meeting for December 28 
 
If you have a committee meeting that you would like listed in 
the GearShift, please e-mail Lori Hansen at 
lhansen@rotary8.org. 
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New Members This Week 
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Special Announcements  

 
Rotarian of the Week 
Please join us this Thursday as we honor Rotarian of the Week, 

  
Jim Arneson 
Jim Arneson was introduced to 
membership by his sponsor Dave Thomas 
on November 30, 2006. Jim is the 
President/CEO of Venture Bank in Lacey. 
His classification is "Finance/Banking - 
Community Bank." He enjoys motorcycles, 
fishing, hunting, hiking and skiing. 
Welcome to the club, Jim! 
 

  
Louis Cooper 
Louis Cooper was introduced to 
membership by his sponsor Carolyn 
McDougal on November 30, 2006. Louis is 
the Director of Maintenance for the Port of 
Tacoma. His classification is "Government 
Services - Port of Tacoma." He enjoys 
traveling, weight lifting, basketball, biking 
and attending sporting events. Welcome to 
the club, Louis! 
 

  
Chuck Laguna 
Chuck Laguna was introduced to 
membership by his sponsor Don Lloyd on 
November 30, 2006. Chuck is General 
Sales Manager for Ricoh Business 
Systems in Fife. His classification is "Office 
Equipment - Copiers." He enjoys golf and 
basketball. Welcome to the club, Chuck! 
 



Dave Thomas. Dave is Vice President of Venture Bank. He joined 
Tacoma 8 in February, 1975. His classification is "Finance/Banking 
- Business Banking," and his sponsor was Dutton Hayword.  
 

 
 
Culture Vulture News 
Upcoming activities for the 2006-2007 Rotary year: 
 
December 4-6 - One Act Plays at UPS.   Each night you pay $2 
and see three to four plays.  Each play runs between ten and 
twenty minutes, so you can make an early night of it or stay for all 
of the plays.  The Culture Vultures will go out for coffee afterwards. 
The plays are in Jones Hall at the Norton Clapp Theatre. They 
start at 5:30 PM with a short break between plays.  
 
December 15 - The Trial of Ebeneezer Scrooge - Tacoma 
Actors Guild.  Contact Mike Jones 253-383-2616 for more 
information.  
 
February 3, 2007 - Young Artist Showcase: A Bernstein 
Evening featuring Trouble in Tahiti.  Contact Mike Jones at 253-
383-2616 for more information. 
 

   

 
Rotary Club of Tacoma #8 
2006 Holiday Celebration 

 
Thursday, December 7 

Noon – 1:30 pm 
Landmark Temple Theatre 

 
PROGRAM 

Holiday Readings, 
Performance by the Rotary Singers, 

Musical Entertainment, 
Group Sing-a-Long and a 

Special Visit by a Friend from “Up North” 
 

Bring your families and friends 
for this occasion of good fun,  

good food, and good cheer! 
 

Questions?  
Contact the Rotary office at 253 473 7723 

or send an email to info@rotary8.org 
 



February 17 - Buddy - The musical version of the life of Buddy 
Holly at the Fifth Avenue Theatre in Seattle.  This is the Culture 
Vulture Valentine Celebration Event.   Contact Bill Kaufmann at 
253-572-5221 for more information.  
 
March 18, 2007 - Hooray for Hollywood -  Pantages Theater.  
Tacoma Symphony will be playing songs from the movies.  
 
June 1, 2007 - District 5020 Golf Tournament.   This is going to 
be a fun event much like our Great Indoor Golf Tournament of the 
90's.  Lunch will be at Roundtable Pizza for all-you-can-eat pizza, 
salad, and soda. There will be tons of fun, lots of prizes AND each 
participant gets a free golf club from Upswing Golf valued up to 
$119.95. The cost for the tournament? Only $40.00 per person. 
For more information call Culture Vulture Don Doman at 253-759-
6639.  
 
Program Survey for November 
Please try out our new system for surveying our weekly programs. 
To complete an on-line survey click on this link:  
 
November Program Survey. 
 
The information is automatically collected, and results are sent to 
the Rotary office. We will still have the usual pink survey forms 
available at the meeting this week. It is also available on our 
website under the "Rotary Services" section, "Rotary Links/Forms." 
 
 
Lost & Found   
The office is beginning to accumulate a few lost articles found at 
the Landmark on meeting days. We have an earring, a plaid scarf, 
and most recently a pair of reading glasses. If you think one of 
these items belongs to you, please call or email the office with a 
description to claim!  
 
Upcoming Relationship Building Socials 
The Relationship Building Committee invites all members of 
Tacoma 8 to join them on Thursday evenings at 5 pm in Tacoma 
unless otherwise noted. These socials are a great way to meet 
some new Rotarians or catch up with old friends. Pandakas, these 
meetings will fulfill your "social" requirement prior to graduation 
and, for all members, it's a fun way to earn attendance credits.  
 
December 7 -  Asado Restaurant, 2810 6th Ave, Tacoma  98406, 
(253) 272-7770. 
 
December 14 -  Harmon Brewery Co & Restaurant, 1938 Pacific 
Ave, Tacoma 98402, (253) 383-2739. 
 
December 21 -  Masa (New: across the street from Asado),  2811 
6th Avenue (corner of 6th and Pine), Tacoma 98406. 
 
December 28 - Vertigo (the lounge at the top of the Sheraton)  
Come celebrate the New Year early!  1320 Broadway Plaza, 
Tacoma 98402, 253-591-4155. 
 
Other Social Events 
May 2, 2007 - Three night cruise sailing from Vancouver to Seattle 
aboard Holland America’s ms OOSTERDAM. GET THOSE 



PASSPORTS NOW! 
 
Prices do not include transportation from Tacoma to Vancouver* 
but do include tax and port charges and are based on double 
occupancy (3rd and 4th person occupancy available on some 
categories for less). 
    INSIDE - $375.22 PER PERSON 
    OCEAN VIEW - $445.22 PER PERSON 
    DELUXE VERANDAH - $545.22 PER PERSON 
    SUPERIOR VERANDAH SUITE - $705.22 PER PERSON 
    DELUXE VERANDAH SUITE CONCIERGE -  $1005.22 PER 
PERSON 
 
Availability is on a first come first serve basis. 
 
*Transportation to Vancouver from Tacoma and from Seattle port 
back to Tacoma will be provided via charter bus.  Price dependent 
on number of participants; cost should be under $50 per person. 
 
Visit www.hollandamerica.com for more info on this itinerary and 
ship. 
 
For further information, availability, or to confirm participation 
contact: Mary Jo Strom Copland, 253-564-8189 
mj@thetravelcompany.net 
 
WALKING GROUP - fresh air, fellowship and exercise.  Informal 
walking group on Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays.   
Mondays and Wednesdays at 5:30pm on Ruston Way - meet at 
Johnny's.  Saturday, 8:30am meet at the duck pond at Pt. 
Defiance. 
 
Other activities on the horizon - game night, cosmic bowling, 
LeMay party and possible Christmas light boat cruise. 
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Rotary Happenings - November 30, 2006 
By: Beth Sylves 

  
    The weekly installment of the Rotary Club of Tacoma #8 began 
with a welcome from President Pete Taylor. Chris Kimball, CK 
Financial, offered thanks as he led our invocation. Nita Sell, 
Montauk Financial, was joined by several of our Rotary Singers, 
Chris Kimball on percussion and Barbara Mead, Moss Adams, on 
piano for our National Anthem. President Pete recognized club 
anniversaries ranging from 68 years (Joe Gordon, Sr.) to two 
weeks (Jeff McInnis.) Our Rotarian of the Week, Tracy Peacock, 
Director of Volunteer Services, Habitat for Humanity, was honored 
by President Pete. Tracy has a very diverse history, from fighting 
fires (literally, not figuratively!) in North Carolina, to leading our 
club’s athletic endeavors in our annual softball game. Thanks for 



all that you do for our club and the community, Tracy!  
    One visiting Rotarian from Gig Harbor was introduced by newer 
member Marion Sharp, Fund Development Director of our local 
Girl Scouts Council. We were then introduced to three new 
Rotarians.  Carolyn McDougal, Executive Director of Lindquist 
Dental Clinic for Children, introduced her longtime friend, Louis 
Cooper, Director of Maintenance, Port of Tacoma. Michael 
Stewart will be Louis’ mentor. (Good chance he’ll be working on 
the upcoming auction!)  Don Lloyd, Rushforth Construction, 
presented Chuck Laguna, Manager, Ricoh Business Systems.  
Fred Moisio will act as Chuck’s mentor. Dave Thomas, VP of 
Venture Bank introduced his colleague, Jim Arneson, President  
& CEO of Venture Bank. Vanessa Hurley will be Jim’s mentor. 
Read more about our new members in this GearShift.  Please 
make an effort to welcome our new members and invite them to 
join your committees!     
    Jennifer Durham, Lucks Food Products, announced a 15th Art 
Wickens Fellowship Award to Mike Dunbar. 15!! Amazing! What a 
generous and wonderful person we have in our midst – and a 
great example to us all – THANKS MIKE! President-elect Steve 
Smith, UWT announced that our Holiday Program next week will 
be at lunchtime (our regular scheduled meeting time) as opposed 
to an evening event as initially announced. Steve promised a 
wonderful event, and encouraged you to bring your family! David 
Gardner announced that spots are still available for our annual 
Salvation Army bell-ringing next Friday, December 8.  Please 
contact him to sign-up (and dress warm!)  
    Roving Mics were manned by our 2007 Auction co-chairs, 
Michael Stewart and Brien Elvins. Planning for WOW LUAU is 
well underway. Planned for Saturday, March 24, 2007 at the 
Tacoma Dome Exhibition Hall, this year’s auction will no doubt be 
a festive time for all. Red Badge holders were reminded that they 
are “required” to work on the auction, and should contact David 
Gardner, as he is coordinating the Pandaka’s efforts.  Our birthday 
celebrants were recognized by Jack Dauer, and many were in 
attendance, nice job!  
    Chris Kimball returned to introduce our speaker, whom he first 
heard on the radio 12 years ago, Rabbi Daniel Lapin. Rabbi Lapin 
is a Mercer Island based author and the host of Toward Tradition, 
a national syndicated talk show, and a national coalition of Jews 
and Christians devoted to fighting the secular institutions that 
foster anti-religious bigotry, harm families, and jeopardize the 
future of America.  Rabbi Lapin is recognized as a national leading 
spokesperson for ethics in business.  He discussed wealth 
generation and profitable business and corporate giving. He is 
discouraged by the statement “giving back to the community” as if 
the process of running a profitable business is somehow “taking” 
or “stealing” from the community. Is profit theft? Does profiting 
equal plundering? Rabbi Lapin told the story of his great 
grandfather who was a peddler. He would come into a community, 
buy an unwanted item from one family, buy materials to fix up the 
item, and then sell it to another family for less than the cost of a 
new product. The peddler profited from the transaction, and so did 
the first family, the hardware store where the materials were 
purchased and the second family who saved money on the 
purchase. Today’s business is the same. Money is more like 
candles than cake. Money can ignite other economic activity to 
produce more money; it is not in limited supply like slices of a 
cake. The process of creating wealth does not mean that you are 
taking from others. To learn more about the Rabbi’s thoughts and 



works, visit www.towardtradition.org.  
    President Pete welcomed our new members; reminded all of us 
to get our ballots for next year’s officers in the mail before 
December 4; and invited us to bring family & friends to next week’s 
Holiday meeting. We were adjourned! Share Rotary & Have Fun 
While We Get Things Done!        
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Due to our holiday program, the following birthdays will be 
celebrated at our meeting on December 14: 
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08 Peter Comfort 
"INSURANCE - Casualty 
Management" 
Corporate Secretary 
Bratrud Middleton Insurance 
Elected: 12/9/1999 
Sponsor: Rusty Hersey 
Birthplace: Tacoma, WA 
Spouse/Partner: Pam 
Comfort  

09 Sue Elkin 
"EDUCATION - Jr. 
Achievement" 
Regional Director Pierce, 
Thurston Co. 
Junior Achievement 
Elected: 6/8/2006 
Sponsor: Jim Shoemake 
Birthplace: Tacoma, WA 
Spouse/Partner: Rick Elkin 

09 Michelle Roberts
"BUSINESS SERVICES - 
Mobile Shredding" 
Director, Marketing & Sales 
Lemay Mobile Shredding 
Elected: 1/9/2003 
Sponsor: Bob Denomy 
Birthplace: Tacoma, WA 
Spouse/Partner: Craig 
Roberts  


